A chance to shape the new QMAS 

The Department of Health and NHS Connecting for Health are currently considering replacing the Quality Management Analysis System (QMAS) with a new, more flexible, calculating and reporting system.  We are looking to extend the payments supported beyond QOF to the following: 

· The Quality Outcomes Framework (national QOF) 
· Quality indicators recommended by NICE that are not negotiated into the national QOF *
· Most Directed Enhanced Services (DESs)
· Local Enhanced Services (LESs) that work in the same way as the other payments that are supported by the new system. 
We are hoping that this will make it easier to complete and review returns for the above and release time savings as a result.
We are currently looking at the how the calculating and reporting system will need to work and are asking for the views of frontline staff such as practicing GPs, Practice Managers and PCT staff.  This consultation will be being reviewed by representative groups such as the BMA’s General Practitioners Committee and the Royal College of GPs.

Several suggestions for the new system have been made which we would like to test with more people before developing them in greater detail and deciding to invest in a new system.  We have created an online survey so that as many people as possible can have an opportunity to comment on the suggestions and influence the final specification of the new system.
You can find the survey at www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/qmassurveyIt is open until the end of October and responses to the questions will be published shortly after, with a formal response following later.
A section of this survey asks about the amount of time you spend on certain activities.  To help you to answer these questions, before starting the survey please consider how much time you spend collecting and collating information, and completing or managing returns for QOF and Enhanced Services.  
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* The NICE process for recommending QOF indicators was subject to a full public consultation, the outcome of which can be seen by following this link:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Responsestoconsultations/DH_096423
Once NICE have made recommendations on indicators, the final decisions on which indicators will be included in national QOF and on the payment levels will be for negotiations between NHS Employers and the BMA.
Where indicators from the NICE menu are not included in national QOF they will be available for PCTs to adopt for local quality schemes. The survey refers to these as “Local Quality Indicators” or LQIs
